T he election of Donald Trump was fueled in part by a sense of disenfranchisement and economic marginalization. However, economic indicators do not fully capture the divergence in well-being across the United States. To what extent did voting patterns map onto growing health divides? Life expectancy gaps across US counties have widened in the past 3 decades, with many counties increasingly left behind. [1] [2] [3] [4] I assessed the association between changes in county life expectancy from 1980 to 2014 and voting patterns in the 2008 and 2016 presidential elections. 4, 6 The change in life expectancy was calculated as the difference between 1980 and 2014 life expectancies, capturing the period described in recent studies of county health disparities. 4, 7 Associations between changes in life expectancy and voting patterns were assessed graphically and in multivariable regression, adjusting for county demographic and economic characteristics: state, rural/metropolitan, percentage with a college degree, income inequality, unemployment, median home value, share in poverty, economic mobility, percentage Black, and percentage Hispanic. 
METHODS

County
RESULTS
Voters in counties in which life expectancy stagnated or declined between 1980 and 2014 were much more likely to vote for Trump ( Figure 1a ). Nationally, life expectancy increased by 5.3 years during this period. In counties with below-average gains in life expectancy, a majority of voters chose Trump; in counties with above-average gains in life expectancy, most voters chose Hillary Clinton. The weighted correlation between the change in life expectancy and the proportion voting for Trump was -0.67 (P < .001).
These patterns do not just represent long-run differences in party affiliation. Correspondence should be sent to Jacob Bor, SD, 801 Massachusetts Avenue, 3rd Floor, Boston, MA 02119 (e-mail: jbor@bu. edu). Reprints can be ordered at http://www.ajph.org by clicking the "Reprints" link. 
DISCUSSION
Residents of counties left out from broader life expectancy gains abandoned the Democratic Party in the 2016 presidential election, turning to Trump or not voting at all. Residents of these counties are hurting, experiencing not just economic insecurity, but also persistently high mortality rates, highlighting the need for real material investments in population health and its determinants. These findings are consistent with prior reports that voting behaviors were correlated with a broad index of poor health and the rising opioid epidemic. 8 Factors implicated in diverging life expectancy across US counties include widening gaps in economic opportunity, 9 changing burdens of chronic disease risk factors, 4 the emergence of the opioid epidemic, 10 and disparities in access to medical care. 11 An important limitation of this analysis is that comparisons across counties ignore differences in life expectancy trends-and voting patterns-among population groups within counties (e.g., by race/ethnicity) that are rendered invisible by aggregation.
PUBLIC HEALTH IMPLICATIONS
Life expectancy has stagnated or declined in many US counties, even as other counties have experienced large gains in survival. Will the Trump administration and Republican Congress enact policies that improve population health in the counties where their voters reside? In its opening months, the new administration has proposed massive cuts to health insurance for the poor, to social programs such as food stamps, to public health and medical research, to occupational safety monitoring, and to environmental protection (https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/omb/budget/fy2018/budget. pdf and https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/ 22/us/politics/trump-budget-cuts.html). Health gaps are likely to continue to widen without public investment in the conditions that support population health. 7 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Financial support was received from the Peter T. Paul Career Development Professorship.
HUMAN PARTICIPANT PROTECTION
This study did not require institutional review board approval because it did not involve human participants.
